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A comparative analysis of changing work styles of women and tax policies
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This study explored the reasons why the tax barrier against married women’ s
labor force participation was created in Japan. It pointed out the possibility that not only the
conservative views on gender roles but the relationship between parties and salaried workers affect
tax systems and therefore influence women’ s work styles. Unlike the SAP government in Sweden which
was stably associated with labor unions, the LDP government in Japan was competing with opposition
parties to gain support from salaried workers and repeated ad hoc and fragmented tax cuts, which led

to the creation and expansion of the tax barrier.
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