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The role of thrombospondin 1 to the excessive production of type I collagen in
systemic sclerosis
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Systemic sclerosis (SSc) is characterized by excess deposition of collagen
and tissue fibrosis in the skin. Little is known about the exact mechanism which mediates the
excessive collagen expression in these disorders. In this study, we evaluated the possibility that
thrombospondin-1 play some roles in the pathogenesis of fibrosis in SSc. We generated transgenic
mice expressing thrombospondin-1 and analyzed the mRNA expression in the skin of those mice.
Contrary to expectations, the collal and colla2 mRNA levels in the skin of transgenic mice were not

different from control mice. Further studies are needed to investigate the role of thrombospondin-1
in SSc.
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