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Law and Humanitarianism in 19th-Century British Empire
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This study aims to analyse the relationship between law and humanitarianism
in the British empire by focusing on the conflict over the amelioration of the slave population in
early nineteenth-century Jamaica. The main primary sources are the British parliamentary papers and
the Colonial Office Records. The white settlers and the governors insisted that they needed to take
harsh measures towards the slaves to eliminate the possibility of slave rebellions. The
humanitarians criticised the settlers and the governors by pointing out that the slaves should be
protected by law in the same way as in Britain. This means that conflict between the settlers and
the governors and the humanitarians reflected the conflict between the logic of emergency and the
logic of law.
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