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My research is a comparative examination of how harmful and offensive
expression is regulated in Japan and the United States. The targets of my analysis are the legal
history of low value speech such obscene and libel in the U.S. and Japan. My research indicates that

legal circles in the U.S. and Japan widely agree that low value speech should be regulated, but
dispute the reasons why.

The research seeks a better understanding of why harmful and offensive expression including hate
speech should be regulated, in order to create a viable framework of interpretation that may also be
used in Japanese courts.
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