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A Cultural-Historical Approach to Clay Play in Early Childhood Education and
Care: Focusing on Nursery Teachers® Values Regarding Clay Play
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This study aims to clarify nursery teachers® thinking and values regarding
clay play in Japanese ECEC. As a result of semi-structured interviews survey with 14 nursery
teachers, the following was revealed. The nursery teachers felt that they had a high degree of
freedom in the practice of clay play in nursery schools and kindergartens and found that clay play
had both positive and difficult aspects. In addition, the nursery teachers had different purposes
for clay play in free-flow play and for clay play that was intended to create something as the main
activity. If there is no clear goal setting with clay play and if it is not limited to creating
things, the nursery teacher can experience difficulty. The degree of freedom of clay play was not
fixed, and the nursery teacher was aware that this boundary fluctuated. This makes it difficult for
nursery teachers to reflect on the practice of clay play and to consider the necessary expertise.



295/404

2001

OECD 2012
2003
OECD 2004

2013
1876

1979 2015 3 H
73.0

295 99.3

2001
2009

2009

Bruner, 2004

Bruner, 2004

ZIZE|Ir|N|G|=|T||TMMO|O | |X>
N
o

14 A




1878
,1948
,1948
2
D

1878



0

2
Yoshiko NANYO. The Teachers’ Recognition and Belief about Clay Play in Early
Childhood Education and Care in Japan. The 20t Pacific Early Childhood Education
Research Association International Conference. 2019

27 2017

¢y

NANYO, Yoshiko

8 00802597



Yoshiko NANYO

The Teachers’ Recognition and Belief about Clay Play in Early Childhood Education and Care in Japan

The 20th Pacific Early Childhood Education Research Association International Conference

2019

@

27

2017




