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This research tries to explain, by comparative law research centering on EU
law, German law, and French law, the legitimacy of the method of party autonomy that leave the

decision of the applicable law to the parties as the principle of the private international law.
While there is a certain legitimacy in the explanation that the party autonomy is the principle,

there is also an area where that method is denied. As a result, it turned out (i) that there are
certain grounds for that explanation and (ii) that they apply in Japan.
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