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Evaluation of essay-style university entrance examinations: A case study from
France
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The baccalaureate examination required for entrance into universities in
France focuses on essay exams. This study has revealed that there are no significant differences in
the way instructions and evaluations are provided in French high schools for the preparation of the
baccalaureate exam regardless of the students’ performance level or the subject matter. Many
teachers are seeking to improve students’ competencies by correcting their assigned essays or
conducting collaborative lessons. Competencies are abilities to solve problems by utilizing
knowledge. Based on this insight, this study has suggested practical guidelines for providing
instructions and evaluations 1n high schools in Japan.
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