2017 2018

Aannthropological Study of Quantification and Local Accountability: The case of
Africa

Hayakawa, Mayu

2,000,000

€Y)
@ ©)

This research attempted to examine the economic practices among people in
Southern Africa, focusing on not only their business methods and uses of profits but also their own
accounting systems, that is, how they measure, quantify, and manage the value of assets.
It specifically explored the case of peddling activity by Zimbabwean migrants in Lesotho. As a
result, it revealed some characteristics on their business practices: (1) Their goods are sold with
slightly higher price than in the marketplace. (2) They do bookkeeping regarding credit-sales
(only). (3) There is no penalty on customers’ late-payments and, when it happens, it is basically
the peddlers’ patient effort that solves the problem.
Based on these results, it is envisaged that further research will be needed exploring the reason
for peddlers’ limited-use of bookkeeping and their understanding of the concept of default-charge.
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