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This research project has examined how the territorial scope of human rights
treaties is determined in both situations: first, when a State party occupies or conducts military
activities outside of its territory and secondly, when a State party has lost effective control over
an area of its territory because another state or rebels occupied or conducted military activities.

The outcome of this research demonstrates that a State party obliges to protect listed rights in
a human rights convention to persons in an occupied area because an occupying power has physical
control over this area in the first situation. A State party also obliges to protect listed rights
to persons in an area over which the legitimate government has lost its effective control because
the government still maintain the competence to govern this area in the second situation. This
project clarifies the legal effects of an occupation or armed activities in the territorial
application of human rights treaties.
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