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This study investigated and analysed the relationship between elite single
women from the emerging middle class in East Africa and lower (working) class housegirls who live
with their families and support them with housework and childcare from a daily level. Both have come

to establish the so-called "mother-centred family®. By living together with housegirls, elite women
can share the responsibilities of the traditional "mother™ without having to marry, thus enabling
them to pursue their careers while still being mothers. However, it is clear that the relationship
between elite women and housegirl women has been changing from a long-term, emotional relationship
to a short-term business relationship since around 2000, reflecting the country®s overall increase
in higher education and single motherhood.
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