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Mapﬁing the Olfactory: Modernist Representation of Body and the City in Early
20th-Century England
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This study began from the examination of the Western cultural history
of odour, and explored the text of early 20th century English Modernism from the context of
olfactory representations. It investigated how the olfactory representations, which were designed
intentionally by the modernists, manipulate the virtual image of city structure as well as the
image of human body. The olfactory representations are considered to be a plotted devise to
undermine ideas of established system including old notions of city structure, body, gender, etc.,
by deploying good scents as well as bad ones.

Moreover, this study investigated the subversiveness of paralysed senses that nullify the

repressed position of the uncivilised under imaginative geography of imperialism as well as that of
women under the system of patriarchy.
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