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The new research of thought of Waka, which established “National image of Japan®
in early modern Japan
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I did not follow the conventional research on waka poetry, but aimed at a
new study of waka poetry. In other words, | have examined waka discourses from the Heian period to
the Edo period to elucidate the actual situation and the inner reality of the waka philosophy that
has been inherited from the kana preface of the Kokinshu, Toshiyori Minamoto®s "Toshiyori Zuinou,"
Toshinari Fujiwara®s kana preface of Senzaishu,"and Koraihuteisyou, and to the Edo period.In
particular, 1 have examined in detail how Utamakura was processed and set up as a famous place in
the domains of the Tohoku region, and how the feudal lords and warriors composed waka poems about
it, in order to clarify why Utamakura and famous places were necessary in the domains of the region.
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