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In Victorian society, women who had sexual and social transgressions were
regarded as “ fallen women” . The main factors are poverty, solitude, and lack of education.
Whereas the world’ s severe attitude toward them is reflected in the novels of the age, authors show

defiant attitudes toward the world by describing conflicts between ideal ways of rescuing them and
various obstacles. Domestic solutions were so difficult that the actual solution was to emigrate to
colonies in many cases. Research trips to workhouse museums in Britain (2018) helped us to deepen
our understanding of the lives there. Through examining representations of “ fallen women” and
workhouses in Victorian paintings, we could understand how social problems were presented through
paintings as well as novels in those days. Finally, as for the Japanese situation in the same age,
there are many things similar to the British situation, though the logic to save “ fallen women” in

each country is quite different.
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