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The interrelationship between the patriotic consciousness and the reconstruction
of indigenous language and culture in Irish literature since the 17th century
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This study achieved a close examination of literary works in English and
Irish by Irish writers deeply rooted in native tradition. Special attention is paid to the legend
of King Sweeney which leads many writers to intensive dialogue with the past in search of future.
The legend, originally written in Irish and translated at the beginning of the 20th century, has
produced various adaptations. Delving into the native tradition in turn enables Irish writers to
reach globally applicable messages and implications in Sweeney’ s story, which are highlighted
particularly in recent works. Reimagining the fate of Sweeney is to meditate on the future of
Ireland and beyond. The way Irish writers take a long view involves striking and revealing
implications for future generations. The details of my research have been publicized in the form of
articles and lectures.
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Sweeney’s Revival:
Trandating the Story of Liminality

Introduction Mad Sweeney: Anti-Hero from ancient Ireland

Sweeney’s influence on Yeats, Eliot, and Joyce?

The Loss of Self: Austin Clarke’s ‘The Frenzy of Suibhne’ (1925)

Austin Clarke (‘The Frenzy of Suibhne’, 1925 in The Cattledrive in
Connaught)

‘The black earth my earth-bed’: Sweeney, Bashd, and Others in Derek Mahon’s The Show Party

Derek Mahon The Show Party ‘Epitaph for Flann O’Brien’, ‘The Snow
Party’, ‘The Last of the Fire Kings’, and ‘A Disused Shed in Co. Wexford’



‘Epitaph for Flann O’Brien’
‘The Snow Party’, ‘The
Last of the Fire Kings’, and ‘A Disused Shed in Co. Wexford’

4. Insearch for the lost Sweeney: Tom Maclntyre’s ‘Sweeney among the Branches’

‘Sweeney among theBranches,” 1982

5. TheWorld Lost and Alive: Sweeney Astray and Seamus Heaney’s Challenge to the Death of Irish

Seamus Heaney (1939-2013)
(Buile Suibhne)

6. Sweeney Resisting Authority: Self-reflective Revision of Buile Suibhne in Brian Friel’s Molly
Sweeney

Brian Friel Molly Sweeney (1994)

40



7. Mother to be Grafted: Shadows of Mad Sweeney in Dermot Bolger’s A Second Life

30

8. Revolutionizing Vulnerable Birds: Metamorphosis of ‘the cursed king’ in Paula Meehan’s Mrs.
Sweeney

Paula Meehan

9. Coda The Death of Sweeney: Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill’s ‘Muirghil Castigates Sweeney’
Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill ‘Muirghil Castigates Sweeney’
Muirghil

Muirghil
Morrigan

Conclusion: Towards the liberation from a curse

Friel, Bolger, Meehan
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