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Origin and spread of reading marks in the books of early modern China

OKI, YASUSHI
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Most of the texts of Chinese Classics were consist only of characters
without any marks for helping readers’ understanding. However, there appeared books with some
punctuation marks, sidelines for proper nouns and so on at the time of their original publication.
Surveying marks for reading from the Song dynasty to the Qing dynasty when printed books were the
mainstream, | reaffirmed that books with reading marks increased in number as one went forward in
time. And | also affirmed the tendency that popular books such as drama and novel had more reading

magksz However, books of Classics also did not exclude having reading marks, especially in the Ming
and Qing.
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