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Transitivity and language types: toward an empirically-based theory of
transitivity
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This study focused on the parameters involved in the selection of
transitive-intransitive verb clauses, with the aim of constructing an empirically-based transitivity
theory. On the theoretical side, since the 1980"s there has been a debate over intentionality and

affectivity as parameters determining transitive prototypes. However, in all the languages
investigated in this research, it turned out that unintentional situations could be encoded as
transitive clauses. The most important discoveries in this research resulted from the Hindi study;
(1) Hindi possessive expressions are encoded only as intransitive clauses, (2) GET-type predicates

with passive expressions are also realized only intransitive clauses, and (3) DOM (differential
object marking) is controlled by a two-step system based on the verbal meaning and the topicality of
the patientive argument.
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