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A syntactic study of referential properties of clause-final pointing in JSL

Uchibori, Asako
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This study investigated referential properties of clause-final pointing in

Japanese Sign Language (JSL), i.e., finger pointing which optionally appears at the end of a
sentence. According to previous research, clause-final pointing in JSL refers to the subject or a
topicalized phrase, which occurs at the beginning of a sentence. In this study, referential
properties of those topicalized phrases were closely examined under various contexts where sentences
with clause-final pointing are naturally used. It is revealed that the topicalized noun phrases
which clause-final pointing refers to have referential properties different from those of pronouns
in terms of definiteness and specificity. In conclusion, clause-final pointing is not a pronoun, of
which phonological form is pointing in si?n language, that is located at the end of a clause for
some reason, but rather an element that plays a certain syntactic function, such as grammatical
agreement, in the clause-peripheral structure.
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