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Acquisition of English prosody associated with syntax and discourse: Towards
effective teaching methods
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The purpose of this study was to explain difficulties at syntax-prosody and
discourse-prosody interfaces in L2 English, which had not been well understood. A series of
experiments were conducted with Japanese-speaking learners of English regarding comprehension,
perception and production of weak forms of function words and of prosodic prominences of foci. Based

on the experimental results, effective teaching methods for L2 prosody were further examined.
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(4) a. [Mary]r bought boots for her mother. (Early Narrow Focus)
b. Mary bought [boots]r for her mother. (Late Narrow Focus)
¢. [Mary bought boots for her mother]r. (Broad Focus)
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