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While paired student discussion tests in EFL contexts are often graded using
rubrics with broad descriptors, an alternative approach constructs the rubric via extensive written
descriptions of video-recorded exemplary cases at each performance level. Conversation Analysis

(CA) is one apt tool for constructing such exemplar-based rubrics, but are non-CA specialist

teacher-raters able to interpret a CA analysis in order to assess the test? This study analyzes

teacher-rater discussions of EFL oral tests that use exemplar-based rubrics. The analysis focuses on
ways experienced language educators perceive students® interactional engagement while discussing

their ratings of the video-recorded test talk in relation to the exemplars and descriptive rubrics.

The study highlights differences in the way teacher-raters display their _understanding of the notion
of engagement within the tests, and demonstrates how CA rubrics can facilitate a more grounded

assessment.
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Thematic category

Gloss

Sequence expansion

Enthusiasm

Parallelism

Embodiment

Timing

Authenticity

The speaker precedes, intervenes and extends on the
base turn sequence

The speakers appear interested in the talk

The speakers are talking about different topics and there
is limited coherence between turns

The interactants use gestures, gaze and so on to display
their engagement

Over-attention to the timer distracts from the
interactants' engagement

The interaction appears "genuine"
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