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Reproduction and conditional experiment research for purple dyeing In ancient
Japan using native species
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Purple was considered to be the noblest color in ancient Japan. We did an
experiment of reviving Japanese original Murasaki which is designated as an endangered species. By
researching "Engi-shiki" , wooden tablets and other historical materials about Shikon and
make samples by changing the material ,amounts, We succeeded to make a estimation about how ancient
people may made the color. We also enabled to reveal the characteristic of Shikon production under
ancient Japanese government’ s management like the way how they kept, transported, made Shikon and
preparation of the materials.
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