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This research investigated whether Indonesian oil palm sector has
contributed to the alleviation of rural poverty from the case studies in East Kalimantan and West
Sumatra. Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) has become widely recognized as a tool for
self-determination of affected communities facing land loss from large-scale agricultural investment

schemes in developing countries. Based on field research in the province of East Kalimantan, in
addition to the practical implementation issues, the state of underdevelopment created by long-time
neglect by the government and lack of future prospects for self-reliant development are highly
important factors when the populations give consent to company advancement. In the case study of
West Sumatra, local farmers have raised their incomes by ?rowin? oil ﬁalm, but sharp price drop at
the international market since 2019 became a blow to the local livelihoods.
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