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Somae, Kiyosada

1,500,000

70
GDP

This research tries to clarify how Japan’ s health environment had been
dramatically improved for this 100 years and the main factor for the change is found out that local
governments in Japan had great abilities to implement health care policies.

After Meiji Restoration, local governments had been small and distal bodies of government.
Management of resident registration, elementary education, and military recruitment were their main
tasks. Since the Sino-Japanese and other following wars militarized the whole country, maternal
health care was focused for more babies to be tougher soldiers. During the post-war Showa era, more
resources such as newly national-licensed Public Health Nurses and Public Health Stations were put
on this policy area.Voters now expected local governments as solution of health care problems and
community health care activities have continued to this day at high levels to realize a nation in
great health.
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