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My research impact as a scholar has four pillars: scholar output, policy
output, 1.5 track diplomacy, and public intellectualism. | have organized and participated in a
series of academic and 1.5 track diplomacy conferences in Japan, Australia, the U.S. and Canada.
These activities have translated into two refereed booked chapters, one policy brief for the Hudson
Institute, invitations to speak at think tanks in Canada, the U.S., China and Japan. Moreover, 1
have used this professional knowledge to write as a public intellectual in an effort to translate
research into easy to understand opinion pieces in major dailies in Japan, Canada, etc so citizens
can better informed about important foreign policy issues.



This project investigates Chinese scholars’ perceptions of Japan’s foreign policy in the
post-Cold War era. Included in this study are the drivers behind these perceptions.
Understanding the drivers of these perceptions in the post-Cold War period can be
employed to shape more mutually beneficial relations, prevent the advent of a security
dilemma and help Japanese foreign policy makers design foreign policy that lessens or

removes behavior that are perceived as threatening for Chinese counterparts.

China and Japan are the 2nd and 3rd largest economies in the world and Northeast Asia’s largest
trading partners. JETRO found that in 2015, the trade between Japan and Chinareached US $303
billion. Their economic interaction since normalization in 1973 has been integral to stability and
economic development in East Asia. Post-normalization has been characterized by a separation
of palitics and economics, in which sensitive issues such as the status of the Senkaku islands,
war memory and nationalism were quietly pushed to the side. The “nationdization” of the
Senkaku islands in September 2012 increased tension between Japan and China. A direct
consequence of the nationalization was a decline of Japanese trade and investment in China.
(Nagy 2013) PM Abe’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine in December 2013 and proactive pacifism
likewise have played a part in the worsening relations.

Considering the importance of Sino-Japanese bilateral relationsfor the regional/global economy,
it is essential to have an understanding of perceptions about Japan’s foreign policy by Chinese
counterparts and what is driving these perceptions. The views of Chinese scholars provide us an
understanding of theinterna debates on Japan’sforeign policy in the post-Cold War period. This
is important as they serve in think tanks and other policy making institutions that contribute to
Chinese foreign policy making.

This project investigates Chinese scholars’ perceptions of Japan’sforeign policy in the post Cold
War era. Understanding these perceptions can be employed to shape mutually beneficial relations
by hel ping Japanese foreign policy makers design foreign policy that lessens or removes behavior
that are perceived as threatening for Chinese counterparts. Research questions include: How do
Chinese scholarsin Chinaview Japan’s “proactive pacifism”? How do Chinese scholarsinterpret
Japan’s strengthening alliance with the US? How do Chinese scholars interpret Japan’s security
cooperation with Southeast Asian nations?

This project’s origindity is threefold. First, the use of unstructured interviews with leading
Chinese IR scholars at universities and research institutes in China as primary data as a
methodology provides a host of views reflecting various schools of thought on Japan’s padt,
current and future foreign policy. Second, interviews in the political capital (Beijing), the
economic capital (Shanghai) and other major cities are meant to provide perspectives of
perceptions of Chinese scholars. Third and from an analytical framework perspective, through



the analysis of interviews and other data collected this research aims to be able to clarify whether
foreign policy perceptions are based on ontological security concerns (Delehanty and Steele,
2009), the securitization of Japan-Chinaréationsin line with securitization theory (Buzan et al.
1998), redlist notions of power maximization (Rosecrance, 1986) or other unidentified
rationalization processes. This research makes the assumption that non-Chinese IR scholars’
views on Japanese foreign policy in the post-Cold War era may be conceptualized using
traditional Western international relations theories (Table 1). However, the views of Chinese
scholars may provide us a different understanding of Japanese foreign policy changesin line with
China’s direct experience with Japanese aggression.
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