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The socio-logic of hope and anxiety in a community that was issued an evacuation
order after the Fukushima disaster

Nishizaka, Aug

3,300,000

2011

We videotaped interviews with 23 residents from a community that was issued

an evacuation order after the Fukushima disaster as well as the monthly meetings held by some of the
residents to organize various events for the local children. We used the methodology of
conversation analysis to explore how emotions such as anxiety about radiation are socially
organized. Individuals can only have and express (or refrain from expressing) anxiety intelligibly
by drawing on the culturally provided connections between person concepts, such as “ young people,”
“ parents,” and “ local residents.” Generally expected distributions of knowledge and
responsibility, such as “ local residents’ knowledge about radiation” and “ parents
responsibility for their children” are bound to these concepts. By activating and defeating these
general conceptual connections in the actual course of interaction, participants organize the
distinctiveness and specificity of their emotions.
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