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Role of rural social movement in the developing countries in the time of
globalization and uncertainty
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This research has examined the challenges in achieving sustainable rural
development in developing countries through an "adaptive approach,”™ with its focus on the roles of
social movements. The experiences of the rural residents® movements in southwestern Bangladesh were
re-examined and it revealed that this movement was able to establish a method of sustainable
disaster management by practicing the basics of adaptive resource management. However, its official
institutionalization has brought it under serious constraints posed by the existing institutional
framework for Integrated Water Resource Management, especially the rigid rules for public
participation. To support rural communities execute their adaptive capacity and achieve sustainable
develoEment under increasing uncertainty, it is imperative to rebuild the present IWRM framework
upon the principles for adaptive socio-ecological governance.
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