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The benefits and challenges of active learning using literature circles in
Japanese EFL classes
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The new course of study asks teachers to incorporate proactive,
interactive and authentic learning into English classes. Literature circles (LC) refer to
student-led collaborative group discussions about readings and have great potential to provide a key

teaching strategy to help make classes more active and communicative. The use of LC in Japanese
university EFL classrooms had positive effects in enhancing students’ perception that they could
improve their English skills. We suggested a procedure for introducing LC and also observed English
classes using LC at the junior high school.

We demonstrated the value and power of LC especially with regard to the development of students
communication abilities and as a way to provide a better classroom learning community. Also, we
pointed out the need to explore carefully the challenges of how we can improve the quality of the

students® conversations through case studies.
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I agree with... / 1 think so, too. / | also think that ... / | disagree with ...
/ 1 don’ t think so. / 1 don’ t think that ... | see what you mean, but ... / 1 see your
point, but ... / You may be right, but ...
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D: Have you ever worked hard? In my case, | practiced the piano every day if I
wanted a prize.

C: Every day. It s good. I can’ t

A: continue

C: 1 can’ t continue practicing

B: Me, too.

C: It s good.

B: Playing the piano is too difficult for me.

C: Oh, I think so, too. OK.

D: Have you ever worked hard?

C: You play soccer.

B: I have played soccer, now I can’ t ...don" t play soccer.

C: When did you start playing soccer?

B: When 1 was 6... 7 years old, | began to play soccer. When I was 12 years old,
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