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This study focused on the fact that each metropolitan area in a country has
the unique historical and cultural properties of their own. Considering this fact, it is expected
that the integration of the markets of multiple metropolitan areas through the development of super
high-speed railway encourages the dispersion of population among the metropolitan areas and mitigate

the over concentration to the large city like Tokyo. This study developed a theoretical model to
analyze this mechanism. The analysis with the model showed that the development of super high-speed
railway actually encourages the dispersion of the population if the historical and cultural
properties of the metropolitan areas are sufficiently diversified. The analysis also showed that
this dispersion of the population improves the social welfare as well as the efficiency of the
economic activities in the country.
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