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We investigated visual plant mimicry, where plants are not damaged but look
as if they are being attacked by herbivores, resulting in reduced herbivory. Paspalum ears and
Lactuca indica stems are speckled and can mimic aphid colonies and ant swarms. Thread-like trichomes

on Luzula capitata and many succulents may act as a visual defence by mimicking the silks of
spiders and other arthropods. White plant sprouts, wax-producing insects and other white arthropod
structures may form a mimicry ring. White blotchy leaf mines produced by leaf miners may be a
mimicry of bird droppings. A field experiment showed reduced herbivory on leaves with white spots,
supporting this hypothesis. Parasitic mimicry in insects as a defence against predators and
parasitoids is likely, but remains to be tested.
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