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Molecular basis for the inhibition of stress granule formation by rabies virus,
a new concept of innate immune evasion mechanism

Masatani, Tatsunori
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We confirmed the accumulation of RIG-1 in stress granules (SGs) formed by
rabies virus attenuated strain infection. The host factor PKR, which is thought to be involved in SG
formation, is also involved in SG formation in rabies virus-infected cells. Among the five rabies

virus-encoded proteins (N, P, M, G, and L), the M protein was shown to play a major role in SG
formation. The M protein of the rabies virus Ni-CE strain is also involved in caspase-independent

cell death.
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