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Establishment of a Support Program for Foreign Medical Workers: Toward the
Utilization of the Foreign Technical Internship Program
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A survey of hospitals accepting EPA nurses under the EPA nurse system found
that there are language and religious viewpoint challenges to acceptance, and that facilities
provide detailed support to ensure a successful strategy.

A survey was conducted in six prefectures in the Kanto and Tokai regions on foreign healthcare
workers in the nursing field. Technical training and the EPA system were directly linked to the
introduction of the system. Support systems included the establishment of a consultation officer at
the facility, the use of the International Health and Welfare Organisation and support from
supervisory bodies, although some facilities did not have a consultation system in place. Support
systems required by facilities include: more consultation services and simplified administrative
procedures; suggestions on how to support the outflow of human resources from the perspective of
supporting retention; and the need to exchange information on best practices.
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