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Assessment of competence to consent in patients with schizophrenia
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The objective of this study is to investigate the relationships between
cognitive function and competence to consent in patients with schizophrenia in Japan. Using a
cross-sectional design, we recruited patients (n = 40) with a DSM-5 diagnosis of schizophrenia.
Competence to consent was assessed using the MacArthur Competency Assessment tool for treatment
(MacCAT-T). Cognitive function was evaluated using the Japanese version of the Brief Assessment of
Cognition in Schizophrenia (BACS-J) scale. Multiple regression analysis showed the relationship of
verbal fluency scores with two subscales of MacCAT (understanding, and appreciation). Furthermore,
several factors including age, duration of illness, length of hosptal stay, and number of
antipsychotics were asocciated with competence to consent. Our result provides important information
for clinicians and researchers to consider when obtaining informed consent in patients with
schizophrenia.
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