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The objective of this study was to evaluate the possibility of
immunosuppression (1S) withdrawal and to identify parameters associated with IS withdrawal in
pediatric living donor liver transplantation (LDLT). IS withdrawal trial was attempted in 46
patients who met entry criteria. Twenty-eight of the patients (61%) achieved a complete IS
withdrawal. Eleven patients (24%) discontinued CNI weaning due to the appearance of liver
dysfunction. The rate of serum antinuclear antibody (ANA) positivity in patients who discontinued
CNI weaning was significantly higher than that in the other patients. Although 5 of 28 I1S-free
patients restarted IS based on pathological findings, these findings were improved following the
resumption of IS therapy. In pediatric LDLT, if patients are appropriately selected and a IS
withdrawal protocol is attempted under appropriate monitoring, there is a possibility of inducing
operational tolerance. ANA is considered to be a risk factor for CNI weaning.
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Patient () 27 (84%) 5 (16%) (AIF23) (AOF”
Age at LDLT (y) 2531 15%07 NS
Age at the start of weaning (y) 73£52 6.9%+3.0 NS
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Metavir Activity score 03+04 1.6%0.4 <0.001
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