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In this study, we showed that angiotensin Il (ANG 1) suppresses chondrocyte
proliferation and differentiation as well as increased CCN2 production in dose-dependent manner.
Based on our results using chondrocytes treated with losartan, which is a specific inhibitor of AT1R
and those using AT1R-deficient chondrocytes, we clarified that the effects of ANG Il are through
AT1R. Furthermore, our data indicates that ANG Il production is increased by CCN2 deficiency,
suggesting that onset of osteoarthritis in Ccn2 deficient mice is involved with increased ANG I1.
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