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This research aims at a rethinking of Herman Melville®s literature
through examining the representations of eating and food culture. Chiefly, it focuses on how the
representations of an act of eating described throughout Melville®s first novel, Typee, develop in
his works published during 1850s. In Typee, Melville depicts cannibalism and tattooing in the
Polynesian culture. In the works published in the 1850s, Melville reflects the motif of acts of
eating and writing whereas both of the acts are related with each other in a metaphorical way.

B$siﬂgs, considering these aspects, this research secondarily reveals the significance of the motif
of skin.
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