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Semantic and grammatical patterns of effective use of metonymic expressions

Komatsubara, Tetsuta
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This study aims to investigate semantic and grammatical properties of

metonymy, a basic linguistic strategy to express our thought effectively. With more than 2,500
examples of figurative language use collected from Japanese literary texts, we conducted cognitive
linguistic analysis on lexical meanings and grammatical constructions. The results are described as
follows: (i) lexical patterns of metonymy reflect physical, psychological, and socio-cultural
knowledge around human activity; (ii) grammatical patterns of predicational metonymy (i.e., metonymy
of verbs) are motivated by aspectual construal of events; (iii) concepts recognized as good
Gestalts tend to be linguistically encoded in metonymic expressions.
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Radden and Kovecses (1999) AOVERB
B

HUMAN OVER NON-HUMAN

GOOD GESTALT OVER POOR GESTALT

TYPICAL OVER NON-TYPICAL

CLEAR OVER OBSCURE

RELEVANT OVER IRRELEVANT, etc. (Radden and Kévecses 1999)
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