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A Historical Geographical Study on the Establishment of Okinawan Immigrants from
the Perspective of Family and Kinship Relationships
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This study examines the historical circumstances that led to emigration from
the main island of Okinawa in the modern era, the relationship between the place of emigration and
the place of origin through emigration, and the transformation of the place of origin as a result of

emigration. The results revealed that immigration was mediated by brokers from outside Okinawa
Prefecture and that the reorganization of social relations following the land reform was a factor
in the outward migration of immigrants. In addition, it became clear that family and kinship

relationships that united the place of emigration with the place of origin were maintained,
including inheritance of family property and ancestral rituals.
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