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Toward a cognitive pragmatics dealing with various interpretations of NPs

YAMATZUMI, Minoru
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This research project aimed to construct a cognitive pragmatics theory that
can deal with diverse interpretions of noun phrases in copula sentences, and as a result, | ended up
constructing "Reference File Theory" that sheds a new light on the question of what is the meaning
of noun phrases, and, using the theory, analyzed concealed propositional noun phrases, concealed

question noun phrases, and so-called higher-order variable noun phrases, among others. 1 also
co-translated and published two books in which theories underlying the Reference File Theory are
developed (A User"s Guide to Thought and Meaning"™ and "'Speaking Our Minds').
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