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An empirical study of resource allocation and research perfomance of faculty
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Why has research productivity stalled over more than 20 years in Japan,
especially for regional universities? To clarify the cause of this stagnation of research
activities, this study analyzes how different forms of resource allocation in national universities
effect on publication productivity, by using the time-series analysis of top 10% high quality papers

(1991-2013) as well as cross-sectional analysis of National Survey of Academic Profession carried
out in 1992 and 2016.
Main findings are as follows: (a) Results using time-series regression analysis show that both
budgets for science & technology and the subsidies for operating expenses increased the amount of
the top 10% count papers significantly. (b) When we differentiate the total budgets of 2017 year
into the fixed and the performance based research fund, the reduced fixed budgets still increase the
number of articles significantly, being other variables constant.
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