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This study investigated to what extent musicality, cognitive foundations for
human music activity, is shared with non-human ape species. | investigated behavioral responses to
various auditory stimuli such as conspecific voices, natural sound or artificial auditory stimuli. 1|
found that salient auditory beat induced chimpanzees’ spontaneous rhythmic engagement like humans,
a positive correlation between beat tempo and movement periodicity and spatial proximity to sound
source, which suggest possible preference to the sound stimuli. These results indicate that to some
extent cognitive foundations are shared between chimpanzees and humans and prerequisites for music
and dance are deeply rooted in the common ancestor, approximately 7 million years ago.
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