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The psychological form and function of awe differ between two types:
positive-awe, which arises from perceptually aesthetic experiences. 1) The influence of these types
of awe on tolerance toward deviators’ behavior were examined using a pre-post design and a
scenario task and found that the tolerance of others’ norm violations, while threatening awe did
not. 2) Using functional MRI, we found that the experiences of positive- and threat-aw deactivated
the left middle temporal gyrus, which suggest that awe experiences generally involve the schema
liberation process. In addition, positive-awe was associated with increased functional connectivity
between the MTG and the anterior/posterior cingulate cortex and threat-awe was associated with
increased functional connectivity between the MTG and amygdala, as well as between the amygdala and

SMG suggesting that the neural mechanisms underlying the complex psychological processes of awe vary
as a function of the type of awe.
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