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The synchronicity of 18th century worlds: manners, society, taste

Zhang, Xiaogang
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The 18th century has been seen as the period when the modernity was born in
Europe.This project compared the knowledge, thoughts and culture of Europe and east Asia in the 18th
century and revealed that similar developments occured in both regions about the following points.1
The circulation and sharing of scientific and technological knowledge 2 The refinement of
sociability and taste 3 The emergence of public discursive sphere through the rise of commercial
publication and the development of intellectual networks in the society 4 The establishment of the
republic of letters across national borders.These phenomena correspond to the recent research
results achieved in the studies of social and cultural history of 18th century Europe. There were
not only interactions and mutual influence, but also the concurrent developments of culture,
knowledge, science and society in 18th century Europe and east Asia. This suggests the concept of
early modern Eurasia.
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