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Toward a linguistic and phonetic description and analysis of the language of
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11,500,000

non-primary language

The purpose of this research project is to examine the language of autism
from the standpoint of modern linguistics. We have made phonetic, phonological, syntactic and
pragmatic studies on autistic children®s language. More specifically, we scrutinize a great number
of data by comparing them with those from other kinds of disordered language and with errors of
adults” interlanguage. Through this multi-dimentional approach, we find that some phonetic
properties like acoustic duration have the same function both in autistic language and on other
phonological disorders. In addition, by comparison with adults® interlanguage, it is found that some

prosodic errors, perceptual difficulties and response errors are shared by these deviant systems.
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