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Clarifying the effects of topics on vocabulary, grammar, and discourse
strategies
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In this study, two linguistic resources were created in order to clarify the

effects of topic on linguistic form. One is the "Topic-Vocabulary table for Japanese Language
Education.”™ In order to build this table, we divided the existing conversation corpus by topic and
extracted specific words of each topic. The second is "J-TOCC: Japanese Topic-oriented Conversation
Corpus," in which pairs of university students were asked to engage in 5-minute conversations on 15
predetermined topics, which were then recorded and transcribed.
Analysis of the corpus revealed that 70% In particular, more than half of the function wprds that
load grammar were also found to be effected by the topic. Discourse markers were also found to be
effected by topic, sometimes more than gender or regional differences.
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