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The acquisition and use of grammatical rules concerning English subjects, verbs,
and tense by native Japanese speakers

Wakabayashi, Shigenori
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This study investigated second language learners’ knowledge of language and

its use, based on the framework of the Minimalist Program (Chomsky 1995), collecting data with
self-paced reading tasks. The Functional Category T in English involves multiple grammar rules.
Second language learners showed aspects where they exhibited the same behavior as native speakers
(obligatory subjects) and others where they did not (subject-verb agreement and past tense
inflection). Participants in the experiments included native English speakers and Japanese-,
Chinese-, and Thai-speaking learners of English. Based on these results, hypotheses regarding second

language acquisition were examined. We have proposed principled explanations based on knowledge,
processing, and memory concerning the influence of native language, input, and learnability. The
research findings were presented at international conferences and in academic journals.
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(1) a. he said that last night he kissed a cute girl in the park.
b. he said that last night kissed a cute girl in the park. ( )

(2) a. he said that every night he kisses a cute girl in the park. ( )
b. he said that every night kisses a cute girl in the park.

Critical Region: CR Q@ 2 )
Spillover Region: SR TLE JLE

B (3 4 *

(3) a. I know that I like/*likes ...( -S )
I realize that you hate/*hates ... -S

I’ m sure that she *know/knows ... -S
I think that they need/*needs ... -S

o 0O T

CLE JLE NSE NSE
CR SR CLE JLE  (3c, d) CR SR
CLE (3a, b) JE  3a
(3b) JLE CLE 1) i)
iii) iv)
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32) (3b)

C -ed NSE TLE JLE

(4) a. So yesterday some workers in white clothes carried/*carry the paintings to the
hall for the special event.
b. So some workers in white clothes carried/*carry the paintings to the hall
yesterday for the special event.

(4a) yesterday (4b)
yesterday
NSE CR( ) SR TLE
JLE 4a,b)
TLE JLE -ed
3 -S -ed T
NSE
3 -S
-ed
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