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Concerning the global migration of silver and information in the 16th and
17th centuries, we focused on silver itself and paper as an information transmission medium. As an
integration of arts and sciences research, we analyzed the composition of silver using the
analytical chemistry method and the morphological characteristics of documents using the method of
paleography or codicology.

In the analysis of silver, composition analysis by XRF revealed the main components of Japanese
silver and Latin American silver at that time.In addition, we tried to compare the trace elements of
both by PIXE method with higher sensitivity. Although some issues remained, we were able to confirm
the usefulness of the PIXE method for future the silver research.

The research on paper has enabled us to figure out the types of paper used by the Missionaries for

letters, and what kinds of paper were used according to purpose. We obtained important data that
will serve as a foundation for the future research.
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