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There is not much research into the prehistory in Tokara Archiﬁelago.
Studies of prehistoric pottery have shown that the majority of the area was covered by the
Amami-Okinawan style pottery. However, it can be seen that the pottery is gradually becoming Kyushu
style. Other topics include: about 5000 years ago, obsidian was brought to Nakanoshima from
Koshidake, Saga Prefecture; about 2 000 years ago, many style pottery were gathered in Nakanoshima
from northern, central and southern Kyushu, the Osumi Islands and the Amami Islands; and about 1 000
years ago, the area became Kyushu-Hajiki style pottery area, but with few small dishes. This is
similar to the situation on Kikai Island in the Amami Islands.

The combination and distribution area was also determined that "pi-pi-donburi®, Chinese ceramics
derived from an unmanned ship that drifted ashore on Tairajima in 1894.
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