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Through several political reform periods, a cash economy has penetrated into
the African farmers’ life. Now cash generating activities are indispensable for their livelihood.
However, when the history of interlocking processes of technological innovation and social
transformation are closely examined, it is clear that they tried to adapt themselves to cash economy

by developing their own innovation associated with the communal aspects of rural life. The social
networks created through cash generating activities also functioned as a mechanism for mutual aid
both within and outside the village. The diffusion of newly introduced techniques was associated
with innovations in the village exchange system. Folk Innovation History shows that novel techniques

have eventually become incorporated into the local system, which is based on the mutual
relationship among the villagers to secure long-term sustainability as well as the autonomy in
constructing their livelihood.
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