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Local self-governance in modern Japan --- legal history of the relationship
between an administrative village and hamlets
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By the merger of towns and villages performed in Chikuma Prefecture in 1879,
an administrative village called Tomigata was born 3 villages merger of Kainuma , Fukuchi, and
Niiyama . Then, Chikuma Prefecture was divided into Nagano prefecture and Gifu Prefecture, and the
village was reorganized as a administrative village called Tomigata village, Kami-Ina-county, Nagano
prefecture in 1889.This area was along the Mibu river , therefore the good terroir was sprinkled by
the flood. On the other hand, this area was hit by the heavy flood once in two to three years.
For this reason, a flood defense was the very important business of this village. Also the budget
and the labor for it were required very much. However,the interests about this point differed from
the location of 3 areas (8 hamlets), therefore they always had to perform the delicate interest
adjustment. The persons of renown of each area had to enact the honorary posts by turns, and
concern with village management.
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