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In contemporary Japan, the ongoing transformation of space has led to many
significant challenges that are increasingly problematic. These include: (1) the shrinkage of space
for human activities, (2) the urban shrinkage phenomenon known as“ spongification” , (3) the
declining importance of territorial-based nation-states in spatial management, and(4) the
hierarchical fragmentation of space as a place of residence and encounter. Given this situation, the

primary objective of this study was to explore the possibility of a "spatialist turn” in
jurisprudence, which emphasizes the interdependence of space and law.
To address this issue, an interdisciplinary approach was adopted, incorporating research findings
from the humanities and social sciences, as well as comparative and historical analyses. The
research activities were conducted through collaborative research meetings, symposiums, workshops,
and other related events.
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