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This research has produced the following theoretical propositions regarding
the self-organization of a global governance system (GGS), based on empirical case studies
concerning refugee protection, anti-corruption, and climate change. First, the more open an
international organization is, the more likely it is for “ fluctuations” from without to penetrate
the organization via “ boundary actors” and consequently the system will likely be metamorphosed.
Second, only when a system contains an effective reflexive feedback mechanism, the self-organization

of the system will transpire. Third and finally, when a global issue is complex and urgent, a “
hetero-autonomous” governance structure capable of amplifying “ fluctuations” is likely to emerge
to facilitate a systemic transformation.
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